CHAPTER XI

LITTLE ENTENTE AND BALKAN PACT

ALEXANDER never was perturbed by the frontier raids
and explosions. He travelled freely in the trains, even
on the dangerous line from Jesenitse. He avoided no
personal danger and at the worst period of outrage he
went regularly to shoot in the Julian Alps within a
kilometre of the Austrian frontier. He did not hustle
his Home Secretary to get to grips with the terrorists.
Domestic and personal danger did not weigh with him.
What did give him to think was the international aspect
of these crimes. It was borne in upon him that Jugo-
slavia had serious enemies and that membership of the
League of Nations was not a certain guarantee that he
would not be involved in war. So far as the League
was concerned he had bowed to the superior judgment
of the west. Not for him to question the inspiration
of America, the faith of Britain. The forming of the
Little Entente had not been done on his initiative; it
represented the thought of other minds, Masaryk,
Benes, Titulesco, Pashitch, The League in its first
conception did not seem to need the support of sub-
sidiary alliances.

But it ought not to have needed the Locarno Pact.
It ought not to have needed the Briand-Kellogg Pact.
From the first the organism of the super-state did not
seem to be healthy. A whole series of tonics had to
be administered. And all the while its life force ebbed.
It seemed to have been born old and an invalid. The
small nations were soon aware that the diffused support
of Geneva was not equal to the support of strong friends
in an old-fashioned alliance.
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